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de Pompadour had a common interest in
architecture, Madame de Pompadour's
brother was appointed director of the
KRing’s buildings and he, the King and
Madame de Pompadour planned and built a
number of costly palaces. pavilions and
summer houses.

Small, intimale rooms were planned,
decorated and furnished o satisfy the con-
temporary taste for informality. In the
neighborhood of the roval palaces, small
chiteaux increased in number. The new
concept of informal living in intimate sur-
roundings gave rise Lo an astonishing
in¢rease in the variely and importance of
furniture. Fashion demands included pan-
eled walls, which craftsmen mirrored in
the furniture, and upholstered chairs, day
beds and sofas reflected an increasing
emphasis on comiorl, Canopy beds intensi-
fied the intimacy.

Some say that thanks to—others say in
spile of—the guild svstem. French furni-
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ture in the 15th century achieved such 3
state of perfection that it was fought after
throughout Europe and, ultimately, the
world, While the furniture may have
allained perfection, the same cannot be
aid for Madame de Pompadour.,
Learning and Beauly
Yes, Madame de Pompadour was
willy, intelligent and gra-
cious—mnol unlike the
Louis AV slyle. And, ves,
she was an icon of court
culture who owed her suce
cess mainly Lo her intelli-
gence and capabilities, and
simaultaneously represented
sexuality and intellect and
the woman’'s role in the
highly saturated feminist
almaosphere of the time.
Mare than a mere love
object, she was a smart and
crealive CArEer wWonman,
shrewdly ambitious, clever
and ¢reative, Admirable traits,
perhaps, but she was not without
flaw. She may have been a patron of
the arts, bul she wasnl alwavs a sainl.
By means of a skillful use of palace
intrigue manipulated from behind the
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enes, she became a force 1o be reckoned
cithe ACHng In many ways a8 ¢Xeculive £0c-
clary and advisor Lo His Majesty, she heav-
influenced important affairs of state
though to what degree 15 still debated),
nd no one was appointed to office without
r consent. She acted as an intermediany
clween the mamsters and the King, was
apable of removing her enemics from
fice and enabling her friends Lo come
ito the government. She became a French
imtionalist and believer in the myth of
ench supremacy.

With such power and passion, she could
wdly be ignored in French politics, and
‘hen France was on the verge
i war with England, she
laved a major role in
fluencing the
plomatic Hevolulion,
fe treaty Lthat allied
rance with its former
nemy, Austria. The
realy was signed on
May 1, 1750, and even-
ually led to the Seven
tears” War, which proved
sasinoys tﬂ Fl’:'.lnl.'l.".

Louls XV bombé chest af
Irawers with reuge marble
top; c. 1890

Gardner's Antiguas

On Lop of thal, she was instrumental in
confining to the Bastille and other prisons
many of those who questioned her right to
the enormous drafls on the public treasury
made by the King. She was ultimately
blamed for all the misfortunes that fell
upon France.

Yel even imperfect gems sparkle and
hring delighl to our Inees, Throughout her
influential bwenly vears at court, she rose
far above the traditional rales assigned to
women. Madame de Pompadour brought
love, faghion and more to the life of her
king and the stele that bears s name, W
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